PRIVATE 


AERIAL APPLICATOR'S APRON LOAN PROGRAM


Nebraska Department of Aeronautics

I.
Program Intent.  The Nebraska Depart​ment of Aeronautics (NDA) and the Nebraska Aeronautics Commission have developed this program to help municipali​ties construct aerial applicator's apron.  Assistance is available through a revolving fund established by the Commission in 1994, which provides no-interest loans.  This program is intended to aid and foster aviation interests and activities within the state.

II.
Eligibility.  


A.
Who is eligible?  Any municipality that operates a public use airport or persons owning privately owned public use airports.  A municipality can be an airport authority, city, county or village.  A privately owned public use airports must have at least one paved runway, retail sale of aviation fuel and facilities for sheltering, servicing or repair of aircraft.


B.
What items are eligible?


1.
Aerial applicator's apron and the taxiway to serve the apron.



2.
Pipes, water supply and other necessary appurte​nances.



3.
Engineering and surveying costs.


C.
Other conditions that must be met.



1.
The location must be shown on the approved Airport Layout Plan.



2.
The construction must comply with the Nebraska Depart​ment of Environmental Quality (DEQ) regula​tions, NDA's minimum standards and all applicable laws, regulations and building codes.



3.
The airport must meet the department's minimum stan​dards for primary surface, approach surface (20:1), and transitional or lateral surface (7:1); or must have an FAA determination of no hazard.

III.Funding and Payments.

A.
NDA will loan 70% of the eligible costs up to the amount approved by the Commission.


B.
The maximum per airport is $10,000 for the total of all loans outstanding under this program.  


C.
Repayment Period.  The repayment period will be five years.


D.
Monthly payments will be billed to the sponsor.  The payment amount will be the amount of the agreement divided by 60 months.  No interest or carrying charges will be charged.  

IV.
Application.  The airport sponsor must apply in writing; a letter from the chairman or secretary is sufficient.  The letter must include:


A.
Written description, including dimensions.


B.
Sketch showing the location and details of the proposed construc​tion. 


C.
Estimated cost.


D.
Reason for the project.  


E.
Funding assurance.  A statement from the sponsor or their lender showing the amount of local money avail​able for the project.


The engineering division can help the sponsor develop the project scope and estimate the cost.

V.
How the Program Works.

A.
Commission Approval.  The airport sponsor or the state airport engineer may present the application to the Aeronautics Commission.  The Commis​sion can take one of the following actions.



1.
Approve the project and reserve funds for it.  The project then moves on to section B described below.



2.
Approve the project and place it on the list for future funding.  The list will be used when there is not enough money in the revolving fund to allocate funds for the project.  When funds become avail​able, NDA will notify the sponsor that it is next on the list.  The sponsor can then prepare for bids.  



 3.
Disapprove the project.



Funds reserved for a municipality will be with​drawn, without prejudice, if the munici​pality has not signed a construction contract within six months of the Commission's approval or of notifica​tion that funds are avail​able.


B.
Soliciting Bids.  The airport sponsor may use either the formal bid process or solicit informal proposals.  NDA must concur in the contract award.



1.
Informal proposals.  The sponsor must use the generic plans approved by DEQ to simultaneously obtain two or more written proposals or quotes and submit these to NDA with an indication of the sponsor's preference.  The propos​als should include a detailed list of materials and services.  



2.
Formal Bids.  The sponsor must hire an engineer to prepare the plans and specifi​ca​tions.  NDA must accept the plans and specifica​tions before bids are adver​tised.  NDA recom​mends that the project be adver​tised three times.  The spon​sor opens the bids, then sends the bid tabula​tion and indication of contract award to NDA.  


C.
Aerial Applicator's Apron Program Agreement.  After NDA concurs with the award and the sponsor sends in a signed construction contract, NDA will prepare an agreement providing for the transfer of funds to the sponsor.  The agree​ment will include the exact amount of money that will be advanced and the repayment schedule.


D.
Construction and Funding.  The sponsor pays the contrac​tor as construction progresses and sends a copy of the billings to NDA.  NDA will reimburse the sponsor for 70% of incurred costs.  The NDA will retain 10% from each reim​bursement until the sponsor has completed the "Project Close Out" list described below.


E.
Project Close Out.  The following steps are required.



1.
The construction is completed and the final bills have been submitted.



2.
The sponsor accepts the construction and advises NDA in writing.



3.
The sponsor submits a management program as required in the DEQ regulations.



When all items are done, NDA will forward the final 10% due.


F.
Repayment.  The agreement will include the repay​ment schedule.  NDA will begin billing the sponsor when the project is closed or when the facility is used for aviation purposes, whichever is first.  


G.
Termination.  If the project is not closed or used for aviation purposes within two years of executing a construc​tion contract, the agreement will terminate upon written notice from NDA to the sponsor.  All funds advanced to the sponsor under the agreement must be promptly refunded to NDA.
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